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JULY-MAY SEED EXPORTS TOTAL $285 MILLION 


SUMMARY 


Exports of U.S. seeds for planting totaled $284.7 million during the 

July 1982-May 1983 period, 4 percent above a year earlier. Vegetable seed 
exports totaled $99.7 million, a 7-percent increase over a year earlier and 
made up over a third of total exports. Forage seed exports increased 8 
percent over a year ago to $63.8 million and corn seed exports increased 1l 
percent through May, totaling $59.2 million for the ll-month period. Exports 
for the month of May totaled $22.5, 21 percent below May 1982. 


Forage seed exports for the July 1982-May 1983 period totaled $63.8 million, 8 
percent above a year earlier. Exports of most forage seeds have been up this 
year except for alfalfa seeds which were down 20 percent to $14.3 million, and 
bentgrass seeds which were down 21 percent, to $3.0 million. Clover seed 
shipments have been especially active during this 1ll-month period, totaling 
$7.5 million, an increase of 44 percent above a year earlier. Ryegrass seed 
exports of $9.0 million, were up 21 percent over a year ago. Kentucky 
bluegrass and fescue seed exports are above a year earlier, totaling $7.2 
million and $6.9 milllion, respectively. Canada was the largest forage seed 
market for the ll-month period with exports totaling $12.4 million, 16 percent 
above a year earlier. Japan was the second largest market with $8.8 million, 
an increase of 11 percent from last year. Shipments to Mexico were down 41 
percent from a year earlier, totaling $4.5 million. 


Vegetable seed exports were slow during May, totaling $4.5 million, 24 percent 
below May 1982. Shipments for the July 1982-May 1983 period totaled $99.7 
million, 7 percent above a year earlier. Largest vegetable seed export items 
were bean, pea, and sweet corn which totaled $11.2 million, $10.9 million and 
$10.6 million, respectively, for the ll-month period. Onion seed was the 
fourth largest export item, totaling $6.7 million, followed by watermelon seed 
with $4.5 million. Japan continued as the major market for vegetable seeds 
with imports totaling $13.5 million through May 1983. The Netherlands was 
also an excellent market with U.S. shipments valued at $10.4 million for the 
ll-month period. Other major markets were Canada and Mexico with exports of 
$9.0 million and $8.6 million, respectively, a decline of 18 percent and 22 
percent from a year earlier. 


Corn seed exports increased ll percent for the July 1982-May 1983 period, 
totaling $59.2 million. Exports to Italy, the largest market, were just under 
those of a year ago totaling $16.6 million for the July 1982-May 1983 period. 
The Mexican market has been especially active with exports totaling $12.4 
million through May 1983, 235 percent above a year earlier. Exports to France 
and Japan during May were nominal, at $5.9 million and $5.8 million, 
respectively. Corn seed exports to Mexico during May totaled $3.7 million, 85 
percent of total corn seed exports for the month. 


Grain sorghum seed exports through May totaled $22.8 million, 10 percent below 
a year earlier. Mexico was the principal market with shipments valued at 
$12.4 million, 4 percent below a year ago. Venezuela and Japan were also 
important markets for grain sorghum seed with shipments through May valued at 
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$2.5 million and $1.8 million, respectively. Soybean shipments continued slow 
through May with total exports of $11.0 million for the ll-month period, about 
50 percent of a year earlier. Mexico and Italy were principal markets with 
shipments through May of $3.7 million and $3.4 million, respectively. Turkey 
has become an important market for soybean seed this year with exports 
totaling $1.5 million. 


Mexico was the largest market for U.S. seeds during the July 1982-May 1983 


_ period with U.S. exports totaling $42.4 million, 27 percent below a year 


earlier. Shipments to Japan and Italy totaled $32.9 million and $31.8 
million, respectively, for the ll-month period. Canada, the Netherlands and 
France were also major markets through May 1983 with shipments totaling $28.1 
million, $19.0 million and $15.8 million, respectively. 


TRADE ALERT 


Netherlands: Wants soybean seed and hybrid corn seed for forthcoming 
October/November Turkish tender. Bank reference: Albert De Bary/Amsterdam. 
Contact: 0. De Jong, ICD Group Ltd., Startbaan 5, 1185 XP Amstelveen, 
Netherlands. Telex: 12299. Telephone: 020/437141. 


South Africa: Wants 2,500 kilos Kenland clover seed for delivery soonest. 
Seed must be of top quality, packed in 25 or 50 kilo bags, shipped in 
containers. South African phytosanitary requirements must be met. C&F 
quotations on both new crop and old crop requested. Bank reference: Nedbank, 
Newtown, Johannesburg. Contact: Mr. Mawing, Mayford Seeds, P. 0. Box 4037, 
Johannesburg 2000, South Africa. Telex: 8-8175. Cable: SEEDMAY. 

Telephone: (011) 838-5193. 


Japan: Bermuda grass and turf seeds wanted. Varieties should be adapted to 
severe Climatic conditions of Saudi Arabia. Quantity not specified but 
reportedly substantial. CIF quotations requested for immediate surface 
shipment to Riyadh. Bank references: Dai-Ichi Kangyo Bank, Ginza Dori 
Branch; Mitsubishi Bank, Ginza Branch, Tokyo. Contact: Shu Inoue, Landscape 
and Project Section, Taihei Company, Ltd. (Importer), Ginza Daini Pine Bldg., 
9-6, 8-Chome, Ginza, Chuo-Ku, Tokyo, Japan. Telex: 252-4384 TAIHEI J. 
Cable: PRIMOCO TOKYO. Telephone: 03(572)5211. 


Taiwan: C&F Keelung quotation on Fl hybrid, new crop, Florida Stay Sweet, 
Sweet corn seed requested. Quantity, 50,000 pounds, packed in sacks in 
ventilated containers. Bank references: Bangkok Bank Ltd., Taipei Branch. 
Contact: P. T. Shu, Morn Sun & Co., Ltd., 51 Kwang Fu Road, lst Section, San 
Chung City, Taipei Hsien, Taiwan. Telex: 31305. Cable: MORSUN. Telephone: 
981-5202-9. 
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All World Grain Situation/Outlook Circulars are available at 9:00 a.m. of the day designated. All other 
FAS circular reports listed above are available after 3 p.m. on the day of release from FAS Information 
Services Staff, Room 5918 South Building, U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C. 20250. 
Telephone (202) 447-7937. 


' Available from FAS, Information Division, Room 5918 South Building. 


2 Prepared jointly by USDA's Foreign Agricultural Service, Economic Research Service and the World 
Agricultural Outlook Board. Limited number of copies and subscription information are available from 
the World Agricultural Outlook Board Room 5143 South Building, Washington, D.C. 20250. Telephone 


(202) 447-5447. 


3 On day of release copies available from USDA Press Service. 
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